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Report  m Observation  an  UAidentlfied  Object 
in  the  Sky 

TCt  Conoandlng  General 

Air  Materiel  Conrand 
Tri^t-Fatterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 
Attentioni  UCP 

1,  Forwarded  for  your  information  is  a copy  of  a report 
prepared  by  a Northrop  Aircraft  Z'.'C,  pilot  in  regard  to  an  un- 
identified object  observed  in  t!ie  sky  in  the  vicinity  of  Memphis, 
Texas,  on  Id  April  155^'* 


2.  Ihls  naterial  has  been  classified  ’’C'vifidentlal"  pending 
evaluation  of  its  contents  and  decision  by  Headquarters,  Air 
Material  Corraand* 


FOR  '^HS  CHITF,  LCC  ANGFIS  AF  P^0CUP.^1M2!JT  FIFIT  OFFICE* 
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I^t  by  Kax  Stanley 

27  Apt  50 


CHARIES  E.  MOORE 
Major,  USAF 

Chief,  Flight  .'^er.'-tions 
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Dot*:  27  April  1960 

R«f.: 
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On  17  April  I960  « flight  was  aads  from  Northrop  Field, 
Hawthorne^  California,  to  AaoriUo,  Texas,  in  oonneotion 
with  Project  m3c^775»  The  airpleme  used  for  this  flight  was 
F««61C  No,  AF  8367^  with  a three*-fflan  crew  consisting  of 
Llojrd  Balsam  and  Sam  F«  West  as  observers,  and  the  under** 
signed  as  pilot* 

Shortly  before  departing  from  Amarillo  on  16  April 
1960  for  the  return  flight  to  Northrop  Field.  I was  re- 
quested by  the  Amarillo  Airport  office  to  call  the  local 
CAA  radio  range  station  on  the  telephone.  Upon  contacting 
the  CAA  office  I was  informed  that  the  CAA  observers  In 
Clarendon,  Texas,  had  under  observation  an  unidentified 
object  in  the  sky.  This  object  had  been  observed  since  9:00 
A,M*  (it  was  then  approximately  12:00  noon  Amarillo  time), 
and  was  described  as*  a silvery  object  with  an  orange  glow 
around  its  perimeter*  The  Clarendon  observers  in  conjunc- 
tion with  observers  at  Childress,  Texas,  had  triangulated 
its  position  as  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Memphis,  Texas*  I 
was  requeeted  to  fly  to  the  position  of  the  object  for  a 
closer  observation. 

After  reaching  an  altitude  of  approximately  20,000 
feet  in  the  vicinity  of  Memphis,  Texas,  an  object  was  sighted 
to  the  southeast  of  our  position.  It  was  at  a considerable 
distance  and  could  be  detected  only  by  the  intermittent  re- 
flection of  sunlight  on  what  appeared  to  be  a metallic  sur- 
face; it  could  have  been  another  airplane,  A heading  was 
taken  toward  this  object  and  radio  communication  established 
with  the  Amarillo  range  station,  Amarillo  radio  was  ques- 
tioned as  to  the  possibility  of  other  aircraft  being  in  the 
area  at  an  altitude  of  30,000  feet  or  above;  they  advised 
that  no  other  aircraft  at  that  altitude  were  known  to  be  in 
the  area,  but  that  a B-36  had  taken  off  from  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  to  search  for  and  observe  the  object  but  it  had  not 
yet  flown  into  the  vicinity  of  Memphis, 


After  flying  toward  the  object  for  approximately  10 
minutes,  it  began  to  take  form  and  appeared  as  if  it  might 
be  a weather  balloon,  Amcu*illo  radio  was  then  questioned 
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ae  to  thie  poeeibility*  After  oontaoting  the  looal  weather 
etation.  they  advieed  that  it  could  not  possibly  be  a wea*« 
ther  balloon  inasnuoh  as  it  had  been  observed  continuously 
in  the  saae  area  for  approxiaately  four  hours  and  that  the 
Winds  aloft  were  suoh  as  to  preolude  the  possibility  of  a 
free  balloon  remaining  visible  from  the  ground  for  that 
length  of  time# 

At  this  time  the  objeot  was  lost  from  sight  due  to  a 
deok  of  oirrus  clouds;  the  objeot  went  behind  or  into  this 
oloud  layer*  Flight  was  continued  on  the  same  heading  for 
approximately  another  five  minutes*  The  objeot  then  re-« 
appeared  slightly  to  our  right  and  above  ua;  our  altitude 
at  that  time  was  approximately  50,000  feet  and  very  close 
to  the  base  of  the  oloud  deok*  The  objeot  appeared  to  be 
much  closer  to  us  than  when  last  seen*  However,  it  is  im^ 
possible  to  make  an  estimate  of  its  distance  inasmuch  as 
the  size  of  the  objeot  was  unknown*  Hy  beet  estimate  of  its 
apparent  size  would  be  that  its  diameter  was  one  half  that 
of  a full  mooffl  when  viewed  directly  overhead* 

The  objeot  was  of  a silvery  metallic  color  with  a 
translucent  quality;  no  orange  ring  or  other  evidence  of 
color  was  observed*  The  sh^e  of  the  objeot  was  sphere^like 
with  prominent  detents  on  the  top  and  bottom,  and  with  a 
dark  strecdc  or  shadow  connecting  these  detents*  For  the 
most  part,  this  shadow  was  vertical  and  appeared  to  tilt 
occasionally,  resulting  in  a sideways  movement  of  the  object* 

The  motion  was  not  rapid  and  any  movement  was  of  short  dur- 
ation* There  was  no  visible  or  appco^ent  means  of  propulsion* 

During  the  period  of  this  observation,  radio  contact 
was  established  with  the  3-36  airplane  and  a description  of 
the  object  was  given  to  them,  but  I was  not  able  to  estab- 
lish my  definite  position  above  the  ground*  The  &-36  re-  n , , 

ported  that  they  were  above  the  cloud  layer  at  46,000  feet  np^rhl 
Md  were  unable  to  eight  the  objeot.  OR  Changed  to 

The  objeot  was  again  lost  from  sight  due  to  its  going 
behind  or  into  a cloud*  After  circling  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  last  visual  contact  for  ^proximately  five  minutes,  the 
objeot  was  again  sighted  for  about  50  seconds  in  a break 
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between  two  oloude«  After  this  contact  It  was  necessary 
that  we  descend  due  to  depletion  of  the  ship's  osgrgen 
supply. 

Zt  is  estiinated  that  20  minutes  elapsed  between  the 
time  of  first  sighting  the  object  and  losing  sight  of  it 
for  the  second  time.  During  this  period  a constant  east** 
erly  heading  was  maintained  while  climbing  from  20,000 
feet  to  30«000  feet  altitude  at  an  average  indicated  air-- 
speed of  IdO  mph. 

Two  or  three  minutes  after  commencing  the  descent  from 
50,000  feet,  the  B^56  reported  that  they  too  were  leaving 
the  aLrea  due  to  fuel  shortage  and  that  they  had  been  un-« 
successful  in  sighting  the  object. 

Mr.  U.oyd  Balsam,  who  was  riding  in  the  gunner's  star- 
tion  in  the  airplane,  is  a graduate  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology.  Mr.  Sam  F«  West  is  a graduate  of 
the  University  of  California,  and  for  five  years  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Radiation  Laboratory  at  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology. 

Both  of  the  above  observers  are  familiar  with  this 
report,  and  are  in  agreement  with  the  statements  made  herein 
Further,  we  all  agree  that  the  object  sighted  was  not  an 
airplane,  balloon,  celestieO.  body,  or  any  other  object 
commonly  seen  above  the  earth. 


Max  Stanley 
Engineering  Test  Pilot 
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Rq  AV",  trluht-Patioroon  Air  fores  rseo.  Gal  lon,  <^io 

% 

TOi  Chlsfy  Too  AngslM  Af  Procurenont  Flsld  <^fflcs,  Air  ’-ntorlsl 
CoMndf  15$  '%  '«shlni^on  DlYc!*f  P«0«'^O3r  TsrDlnsl  Annsx, 

Los  Anofles  California 

I 

!•  Ths  rsport  formrdsA  in  the  >»sie  letter  has  bean  routed  to 
the  organlaation  intaraatad  in  thaae  r;attere« 

&•  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  report  in  queotton^  the  Information 
be  doencradad  tram  Confldeatlel  to  itestrleted* 
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Ikaio  Itr  tm  lo§  ^gel«s  AF  Procurement  Fid  Office  to  CO  AM0|  r-p  AFB, 
ATlVt  MCPf  "Heport  on  Obeenretlon  of  en  Unidentified  Object  in  the 
Sky" 


let  Ind 


MCUU-l/JJR/peg 
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Hq  AMC,  Wri^t-Pattereon  Air  Force  Base,  Jayton,  Ohio  MAY  25  19!ll 

TOt  Chief,  t/os  ^>ngeles  AT  Procurentent  Field  Office,  Air  Material 
Coenand,  1^  ''lashington  Blvd.,  P.O»  Box  MU9  Terminal  Annex, 

Loe  Angeles  California 

!•  The  report  forwarded  in  the  basic  letter  has  been  routed  to 
the  organisation  interested  In  these  matters* 

2.  Due  to  the  nature  of  the  report  in  question,  the  information 
■ay  be  downgraded  frcn  Confidential  to  Restricted* 
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